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10. Japan

Case study area: Yatsu Tidal Flat, Tokyo Bay

Wetland type: Tidal mud flat

Stakeholders: Upper income urban residents, conservation organizations, local
authorities

Conservationl 1ssues: Industrial pollutants and urban run-off

Description

Yatsu Higata is a tidal mudflat located in the deepest northern end of Tokyo Bay.
It is almost entirely surrounded by urban land but remains connected to Tokyo
Bay by two narrow channels which allow inflow and outflow of tides. Given
that 90% of tidal flats in Tokyo Bay have been reclaimed, Yatsu Higata plays

an important role as a staging and wintering site for migratory waterbirds on
the East Asia-Australasian Flyway. The primary threats to conservation relate

to the water quality coming from Tokyo Bay. Local authorities, conservation
organizations and citizens are involved in helping to manage the site through
preparation of the management plan, waste collection, water quality monitoring,
and bird monitoring.

Authors and Contact information [as of 1999]

Mr Sadayosi Tobai Mr Yatsu Hasegawa
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Resolution VIIL.8.

“People and Wetlands: The Vital Link”.
7th Meeting of the Conference of the Contracting Parties.

q,/ to the Convention on Wetlands (Ramsar, Iran, 1971),.
San José, Costa Rica, 10-18 May 1999.

Guidelines for establishing and strengthening local communities’
and indigenous people’s participation in the management of
wetlands.

1. RECALLING the Gudelines for the implementation of the wise use concgpt (Recommendation
4.10) and the Additional guidance for the implementation of the wise use concept (Resolution 5.6),
which seek to encourage the involvement of local communities in the development of
management plans for Ramsar sites and decision-making processes related to the wise use
of wetlands;.

 ®

AWARE of the relevant paragraphs of Resolution 1.51 of the World Conservation
Congress in Montreal in 1990 in relation to indigenous people and the Narashino
Statement from the International Wetland Symposium at the Yatsu-Higata Ramsar site in
Japan in 1995, which called for active and informed participation by local people and
communities in wetland management, and the United Nations Economic Commission for
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Wetlands absorb carbon

Seagrasses absorb carbon
35x faster than rain forests
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estuaries, swamps, lakes, coral reefs, tidal flats, rivers, mangroves, ponds... etc.
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